
GLG 
GLG is a surrealistic journey where two people collide, entwine with and let go of boundaries of their own, 
each other’s and the surrounding world. Precariously balancing in the midst of the twists and turns of 
humanity the performance takes the viewer towards an unknown destination, where influences from visual 
arts, contemporary dance and circus meld together to create new meanings layer by layer. 
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“While making this performance we let the ongoing time and world influence us and our findings, really 
feeling the pressure of our time. How can we sit on the beach and carry on while on the other shore people 
are drowning? How do we coupe with traumas? What kind of transformation needs to be done to carry on? 
What boundaries are set on us and what boundaries do we set on ourselves? How could we let go of these 
boundaries? While contemplating these questions we found this surreal universe with different stories and 
destinies. This work is about you and me and the sea that unites us all. A transformation of an individual, 
from a point of no return. From an edge that you think you can`t cross. 
 
It could be read as a series of surreal paintings telling their own story. 
Picture of a man enjoying in a black sun lounger, under a black parasol, drinking a black quiver drink, while 
a body is being washed up on another beach. It challenges to reflect and question the state of the modern 
world.” 
 
 
 
 
 



Premier 2.3.2022 in Helsinki City Theatre. 
 
Artistic Work group: 
Concept, Choreographers and performers: Riia Kivimäki & Saku Mäkelä 
Lighting design: Jukka Huitila 
Sound design: Sami Tammela 
Touring technician: Jere Mönkkönen 
Costume and Set design: Riia Kivimäki & Saku Mäkelä 
Costume and Set design consultation: Elina Kolehmainen 
Costume and Set implementation: Outi Lehto, Riia Kivimäki & Saku Mäkelä 
Dramaturge: Jarkko Lehmus 
Length: 40min. 
Audiences: 7 years-> 
GLG was originally part of an triple bill, that is why the video is only 35min. But now when we are touring 
the Length is 40min. 
 
GLG is a Co-production with Cirko- Center for New Circus, https://cirko.fi/esitys/cirko-risa-esittavat-glg/ 

Also supported by La Briqueter – CDCN Val-de-Marne, https://www.labriqueterie.org and Tectis Oy. 

Trailer: 

https://youtu.be/0XiIpYp6o7o 

Full Performance: 

https://youtu.be/tdty2tkloek 
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Past Performances: 

Helsinki City Theatre, 2-24.3.2022 

Salo Circus- Festival, 29.7.2022. ( modified version). 

Kerava-Circus market, 10.9.2022 ( modified version). 

Hämeenlinna Tehdas Tanssii- Festival, 6.8.2022.   

Stoa, Helsinki 27-28.1.2023. 

Kajaani Dance Festival, 4.2.2023. (modified version).  

Upcoming performances: 

Performing Hel, Helsinki 1.-2.9.2023 (Demo). 

Flow Circus Oulu, 8.-9.12.2023. 

Le Petit Festival Hanko, August 2024. 

Picks from reviews: 

“Carefully designed living paintings.” 

“The work by Saku Mäkelä and Riia Kivimäki is an acrobatic duet. It knows how to take full advantage of 
the duet’s potential from deep erotic intertwining to the breathtaking complete mutual trust that pair 
acrobatics require. I have often admired the dramaturgy of contemporary circus performances, as the circus 
stage has no boundaries in the same way as it does in theater and dance. The person is not necessarily at the 
center and there is no need to make a special issue about it. 

The work travels from the core of man to a giant paper boat, which in this situation symbolizes hope. 
Magical trust carries in a work that flows forward without seams and thresholds.” 

Maria Säkö, Helsingin Sanomat 3.3.2022 

 
“Spectacular relationship trip” 

”The third work of the evening, Riia Kivimäki and Saku Mäkelä's GLG, which has been made in 
collaboration with Cirko, dives into completely different worlds.” 

What makes GLG perhaps the most artistically complete performance of the evening is the tremendous skill 
of Kivimäki and Mäkelä and the wonderful combination of pair and air acrobatics and dance. 

In this performance, acrobatics are not just skillfully executed tricks and movements, but a means of telling 
and expressing story and emotion. Kivimäki and Mäkelä are also very open on stage and almost raw. And on 
the other hand, extremely controlled. They have also clearly wanted to look for the boundaries of acrobatics 
and the interfaces between it and dance. And also found them, both new movements and a new kind of 
movement expression.” 

Annikki Alku, Demokraatti 3.3.2022 



“Holding on and the ability to let go are essential in couple acrobatics, in addition to a relationship. Letting 

go in the middle of a movement requires strong confidence and courage to cross the body's limits. 

Riia Kivimäki and Saku Mäkelä's performance GLG brought to the Tehdas Tanssii-Festival, narrative stage 

images that explore the limits of a relationship and the individual through means of physically letting go. 

The openly erotic, bold and sensitively sensual piece began in Paris at the choreography center La 

Briqueterie.” 

Anna Alatalo, Hämeen Sanomat 8 August 2022. 

+ an amazing performance (in the future, I hope to see more of the contemporary circus on the stages of 

Helsinki City theater as well) 

+ music, light design, staging and costumes 

+ Staggering and charismatic performers 

	
⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐ 
Marko Kilpilampi, Kulttuuritähdet. 
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RISA 
We are Riia Kivimäki and Saku Mäkelä, Helsinki-based circus- and dance artists. Saku has graduated from 
Stockholm University of arts in 2008 as a circus artist. Riia has graduated from Tampere’s conservatoire as a 
dancer in 2009 and studied contemporary dance in Spain at CobosMika company after that. We both have 
been working broadly in the fields of dance, circus, theater and movies as performing artists and 
choreographers as well as making our own works. 2018 we established RISA as a platform for our own 
artistic work. Together we have created and developed a new kind of movement language of partnering, that 
combines pairacrobatics and dance in a unique way. In our work we want to break existing rules and 
limitations of genres. Our works rises from our time and reflects the state of our world, aiming to connect 
with all people. 

You can read more about us on our website:  
https://www.riiasaku.com 
 
 


